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cA Collect For Club “Domen 


Keep us, oh God, from pettiness; 
Let us be large in thought, in word, in deed, 
Let us be done with fault-finding and leave off self-seeking. 











May we put away all pretense 

And meet each other face to face— 

Without self-pity and without prejudice, 

May we be never hasty in judgment and always generous. 











Let us take time for all things; 
Make us to grow calm, serene, gentle. 
. Teach us to put into action our 
Better impulses, straightforward, and unafraid. 
Grant that we may realize it 
Is the little things that create 
Differences, that in the big things of life we are at one. 


And may we strive to touch and to know the 
Great, common woman’s heart of us all, 
And oh, Lord God, let us forget not to be kind! 
—Mary Stewart 
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President’s Column 


Dear Fellow Members: : 

This time I want to speak to each of you 
in a very personal way. ‘There are more 
than seven thousand of you by now. Many 
of you are engaged in gainful pursuits re- 
lating to education, but other hundreds are 
busy at the unremunerative, though not less 
wearisome, tasks of the home maker. For 
some a new year’s work is just beginning. In 
times such as these uncertainty is in the air, 
while security and what the insurance com- 
panies speak of as “expectation” is no longer 
with you. The fear of what may come to 
pass exceeds the distress at what of curtail- 
ment and decreased income has already vis- 
ited you. You might be quite unnerved, but 
are you? No. The amazing thing to me is 
that I find you smiling, going about full of 
plans to increase your service to your com- 
munity, anxious for others more than for your- 
selves, and scheming as never before to “sell” 
the value of education to your pupils or the 
general public. Bravo! You are holding the 
front lines. You are carrying on as responsible 
members of communities which have waited 
for adversity to discover what valuable cit- 
izens its outstanding teachers actually are. 
You wear the red badge of courage and de- 
serve the decoration more truly than soldiers 
who have died in battle, for you are carrying 
on, and on, and on. Warm commendation 
surely reaches you from all sides, but know- 
ing you as I do, I believe that nothing gives 
you such inner satisfaction as that which comes 
from the realization of able service cheerfully 
rendered. 

My warmest greetings go out to all of you. 

Most sincerely yours, 


GENEVIEVE KNIGHT BIXLER. 





Advice to Teachers 
(Peoria Transcript) 


HERE was something unusual in the ad- 

vice given to teachers of Peoria county at 
their annual institute session the other morn- 
ing. Dr. Elbert K. Fretwell, associate pro- 
fessor of education in the teachers’ college of 
Columbia University, did not offer the teach- 
ers the old “be good and you'll be happy” 
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formula which has been the staple of teachers’ 
institutes for years. Instead he talked to the 
teachers as if their task were not merely to 
instruct children but to educate them. 


To this end Dr. Fretwell reminded the 
teachers that in any intelligent community, 
whether in the schoolroom, drawing room, or 
lecture room, a difference of opinion may be 
worth much more than a general agreement. 
He suggested that the teacher who finds in- 
telligent disagreement in a pupil regarding 
any question of interpretation of facts or theor- 
ies is doing incalculable harm if he attempts 
to make the pupil think as he does. 


The little red schoolhouse, presided over 
by an incompetent martinet, not infrequently 
produced great minds, but generally because 
any form of strict discipline makes for rebel- 
lion. The modern schoolroom, where knowl- 
edge is made seductive, where teachers too 
often persuade children to agree with them 
rather than challenge them to disagree, tends 
to produce a mental softness which is unques- 
tionably bad for the “self-corrective” process 
which Dr. Fretwell thinks is true education. 


Easy methods of teaching are more often 
the worst foes of learning that can be found 
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on intellectual battlefields. The evolution of 
modern education has been toward softer in- 
struction—some of it, however, of the sort 
which deprives the pupil of opportunity to think 
for himself. Our school system has become 
increasingly diverse in its teaching aim. Thus, 
we urge the moral obligation to brush the 
teeth twice a day. Granting the wisdom of 
the brushing, it is nevertheless dangerous to 
make a moral issue of clean teeth, and it cer- 
tainly does not make for mental agility and 
clarity to mold child minds into a single form 
by overly gentle persuasion which does not 
provoke thinking. 

If there be any danger in modern educa- 
tional methods it is not due to a lack of ma- 
terial for instruction. The simplicity of the 
three R’s was not an intrinsic virtue, but when 
schoolrooms were less pliable institutions, when 
children learned by rote, a few braver men- 
talities clambered out of the ruck of medioc- 
rity. 

To accomplish the same end nowadays in 
a schoolroom of diverse and complicated edu- 
cational intentions, much more is demanded 
of the teacher. Dr. Fretwell is persuasive 
when he suggests this demand is for mental 
agility, open mindedness, insatiable curiosity, 
and a kind of ironic doubt as to whether there 
are any eternal verities in mathematics, litera- 
ture, or conduct. 

Knowledge, in an age of speed, moves more 
rapidly than methods designed to impart it. 
A teacher who recognizes this is not likely 
to make the mistake of being sure he or she 
knows it all. 


—Chicago Tribune, 9-15-32. 





Heads Reformatory 


Dr. Miriam Van Waters, a former stu- 
dent of the University of Oregon and a rec- 
ognized authority on juvenile and female de- 
linquency, has accepted the position of super- 
intendent of the Massachusetts reformatory 
for women at Framingham. Dr. Van Waters 
graduated in 1908, when she received her 
B.A. degree in philosophy. She received her 
M.A. degree in 1910. Dr. Van Waters is 
a member of Kappa thapter, Pi Lambda 
Theta. 


Named State Director 

Kathryn Fry, 1931-32 president of Kappa 
chapter of Pi Lambda Theta at the Univer- 
sity of Oregon, has been appointed State Di- 
rector of Special Education for the State of 
Wyoming. During the summer just past she 
gave three courses in Special Education at the 
University of Wyoming where she reported 
meeting other Pi Lambda Thetans. 





Zeta Has Summer Meeting 

Zeta Chapter reported a meeting during 
the summer of 1932 at which Dr. Meyer of 
North Carolina was a guest speaker. His 
subject was “Some Darker Aspects of Educa- 
tion in the South.” Dr. Meyer presented the 
problem of the education of the negro, and 
traced his slow progress through a background 
of prejudice and hatred to his present status 
of expressing his own individuality. Dr. Meyer 
thought the negro problem would have to 
be solved through some assimilation, and 
through segregation, but not through amalga- 
mation. 

At the same meeting, Dr. Edward C. 
Cline, of Richmond, Indiana, spoke on the 
thought-provoking subject “Are We Over- 
selling the Secondary Schools?” No sum- 
mary of his talk was reported by Zeta, but the 
topic suggests food for thought and discussion. 





Pi Lambda Theta Cheer Song 
Do you wear the key and scepter 
With its meaning just for you? 
Do you love Pi Lambda Theta? 


In your heart you know you do. 


Oh, there’s not one tongue to praise her, 
There are hundreds, thousands, too. 
Loyal numbers sing her praises, 

Keeping faith with gold and blue. 


Rally round us! Raise the cheering! 
Shout with all your joy and glee! 
Praise with singing her we’re naming 
Our fair fraternity! 


When endeavors fail of mention 
And success seems far away, 
Give a cheer for lives of SERVICE 
Winning glory day by day! 
By Mary Prudence Thompson, Iota 
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Highlights on the Recent Meeting of the 


National Executive Committee 


HE recent three-day meeting of the na- 

tional executive committee of Pi Lambda 
Theta has been productive of much construc- 
tive planning for the organization. The spirit 
of the committee was decidedly optimistic. An 
unusually thorough study of all the activities 
of the fraternity was made and discussion of 
problems and policies resulted in some splendid 
suggestions. 

Finances, always of interest, but particu- 
larly so at this time, were thoroughly discussed 
both in their national and local implications. 
The total of new members for the year, 706, 
while only a small decrease from the year be- 
fore, 791, was substantially less than the num- 
ber planned for by the budget, with the con- 
sequent decrease in income from that expected 
and planned for. On the other hand, savings 
in certain items have been accomplished, and 
further economies are being planned for the 
second year of the biennium which, it is 
thought, will not materially reduce the service 
of the organization to chapter groups and in- 
dividual members. One of these economies 
will result in four sixteen-page issues of the 
Journal instead of two of that size and two 
larger, as were issued during the past year. 

There will be a saving in several fields— 
the general item of printing, the cost of exec- 
utive committee meeting, and official visits. 
The executive committee decided to reduce 
the anticipated income considerably by cutting 
in half the amount of the national assessment 
next year. This measure received the hearty 
support of all national officers. It is sure to 
have a similar reception from chapter officers 
and individual members. It is believed that 
more members will feel able to participate be- 
cause of this reduction and that the fraternity 
is not justified in making substantial accumu- 
lations over legitimate expenses in times such 
as these. This move is to be thought of in 
the light of an emergency measure, for it does 
some violence to the budget adopted for the 





biennium. 

The fraternity has been extremely fortu- 
nate in its investments thus far. The hold- 
ings are rather diversified, and although prac- 
tically all of them have shrunk in value from 
the purchase price, they are even now im- 
proving and are certain to come much nearer 
their former value before we need dispose of 
them. As matters stand, the treasury has 
ample funds for anticipated needs, and can 
hold its bonds indefinitely. 

The Ella Victoria Dobbs Fellowship of one 
thousand dollars is being continued in its pres- 
ent form although at this meeting, as at prev- 
ious ones, the general problems of such a grant 
was discussed, that is, whether we might ac- 
complish a greater service to Education by 
subsidizing a problem rather than an imdi- 
vidual. It will interest many to know that 
there was talk of developing a more strictly 
altruistic grant at some future time, the 
amount to be derived from income on the 
life membership fund. Although a loan fund 
was talked of, the committee decided not to 
attempt to administer any such thing the com- 
ing year. 

The committee was enthusiastic about the 
general chapter conditions and administration. 
Several members spoke of the excellent plan- 
ning which had been shown in printed pro- 
grams for the year, news letters and local 
projects. Chapter officers were especially 
commended for their promptness in submit- 
ting reports, their interest and constructive 
suggestions, and their courageous attitude 
when faced with reduced local budgets and 
other discouraging factors in addition to those 
many were meeting personally. 

Everyone will rejoice in the fact that the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science has admitted Pi Lambda Theta 
to an associated relationship similar to that 
which some other educational organizations 
enjoy. Such a relationship is valuable to the 
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fraternity and particularly so to those indi- 
vidual members most interested in the scien- 
tific aspects of education. Our organization 
has been invited to participate in the meetings 
of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science which comes to Chicago next 
June. 


Plans were made for the survey of chap- 
ters which will be undertaken during the com- 
ing year. It is expected that this will furnish 
us much valuable information which will be 
relayed back to chapters through their dele- 
gates at the Biennial Council in 1933. Par- 
ticularly is it hoped to aid and encourage 
alumnae chapters through this year’s study 
and every effort will be made to increase 


their membership and their service to a larger 
group. 

Discussion regarding the time and place of 
the next Biennial Council resulted in a de- 
cision that the Chicago neighborhood is the 
logical place for it. From all parts of the 
country there will be very reasonable railroad 
rates to Chicago because of the World’s Fair, 
and it is thought that many members will ar- 
range their visit to the Fair at the time of 
the Biennial Council. An effort is being made 
to hold our meeting at, or near, the time of 
meeting of the National Educational Associa- 
tion and the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, but it is too early 
to announce any definite arrangement. 





National President’s “Report for Year 1931-32 


T has been said by historians that the chron- 
icles of those fortunate years of a nation’s 
history are the most difficult to write because 
they are uneventful from the standpoint of 
calamitous happenings. In this mood I make 
report upon the past twelve months as na- 
tional president of Pi Lambda Theta. Our 
organization has been singularly fortunate 
during the months just past. It has continued 
to function in a_ successful fashion in the 
midst of a serious economic crisis in the na- 
tion. The problems which await our consid- 
eration at this meeting are, by comparison, 
small, local, and not complex. It is fortu- 
nate for us that we may attack their solution 
almost at once without the distress of weighty 
national issues to exhaust us first. 


The president has exercised only nominal 
supervision over certain of the functions and 
activities of the national fraternity but has 
assigned their direct charge to specific offi- 
cers, in whose reports these matters will 
doubtless receive consideration. It is expected 
that a careful scrutiny of all such activities 
will be made in committee with a view to 
modifying procedure in ‘any case, where the 
present practice seems no longer justified. 


The national president has engaged in a 
large amount of correspondence with chapter 
officers during the past year. This has been 
of three different sorts: (1) further interpre- 
tation of the new national constitution or its 
implications, (2) problems of local finance, 
(3) routine matters, many of them relating 
to official visits. Besides this there has been 
considerable correspondence with Miss Mabel 
Lee Walton, president of Sigma Sigma Sigma 
and also of Women’s Professional Pan Hel- 
lenic Association, as well as a luncheon con- 
ference with Miss Walton. Correspondence 
with other national officers has been limited 
chiefly to those affairs which pertained to the 
specific officer and her duties. There has 
been some correspondence with the past year’s 
holder of the fraternity Fellowship as well as 
in connection with the assigning of next year’s 
grant. 


During the year now past virtually one-half 
of the chapters of the fraternity have enter- 
tained an official visitor or an honored guest 
at the time of their installation. ‘The visits 
have been made almost exclusively by the 
president and the corresponding secretary, not 
because it was especially planned that way but 
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rather because projected visits of other officers 
failed to work out. There follows a list of 
the chapters visited during the past year, the 
name of the visiting officer and the date (ap- 
proximate) of the visit. 

Epsilon—Mrs. Bixler—January 14. 

Eta—Miss Hill—February 28. 

Tota—Mrs. Bixler—April 16. 

Nu—Mrs. Bixler—November 14. 

Rho—Miss Hill—January 30. 

Sigma—Mrs. Bixler—December 15-17. 

Upsilon—Mrs. Bixler—December 10. 

Chi—Miss Hill—February 26. 

Psi—Mrs. Bixler—December 4. 

Omega—Mrs. Bixler—December 11. 

Alpha Alpha—Mrs. Bixler—December 7. 

Alpha Gamma—Miss Hill—March 12. 

Alpha Delta—Mrs. Bixler—December 16. 

Alpha Epsilon—Miss Hill—January 30. 

Alpha Epsilon—Miss Dearborn—May 21. 

Eastern Pennsylvania Alumnae—Miss Hill 
—February 28. 

New York Alumnae—Miss Hill—January 
30. 

Southern California Alumnae—Mrs. Bix- 
ler—December 14-17. 

Indianapolis Alumnae (unofficial) —Mrs. 
Bixler—April 15. 

St. Louis Alumnae 
Dobbs. 

Central Ohio Alumnae (prior to installa- 
tion)—Mrs, Bixler—November 14. 

In addition to the above, Mrs. Bixler vis- 
ited the group of alumnae at Cleveland on 
April 30 and advised them. Mrs. Nardin 
and Mrs, Bixler attended a luncheon and met 
a group of Northwestern University women 
at Evanston on November 24, and Miss Hill 
conferred with the interested group at Har- 
vard University during the year. 


(installation )—Miss 


HREE new groups have been given offi- 

cial recognition since last August. St. 
Louis Alumnae, which had had an informal 
organization for more than two years, was 
installed in October, 1931, by Miss Dobbs. 
This vigorous group is made up of members 
of several chapters and appears to be func- 
tioning very ably. In March the group 
called Central Ohio Alumnae was installed 
by Dr. Jessie Allen Charters and Dr. Flor- 
ence Mateer at Columbus. ‘This group of 
sixty-five or seventy women represents a re- 


juvenation of an earlier alumnae organiza- 
tion which had a very brief existence. When 
interest revived at Columbus in an organiza- 
tion separate from Nu Chapter, effort was 
made to guarantee success and permanence 
and now, almost two years since the group 
began to hold regular meetings, things are in 
excellent condition. On May 21, 1932, Miss 
Frances Dearborn installed Alpha Epsilon 
Chapter at Columbia University. 


DETAILED report of the official visits 

made by the president is appended as 
supplementary material, together with a copy 
of that officer’s letter to each chapter presi- 
dent summarizing the suggestions growing 
out of the visit. In some cases there appears 
also the chapter officer’s statement of local 
problems, a statement which was earnestly 
sought as a further follow-up of the visit. 

It is difficult for the individual making an 
inspection-visit to a chapter to know how suc- 
cessful her visit has been. This brings up for 
our careful and impersonal consideration the 
subject of the value—to the chapter—of such 
visits. 

Can we do anything more or different from 
our present procedure to insure greater return 
from these visits? Among the local problems 
revealed by visits and in correspondence the 
financial relation of the group to the national 
organization seems most insistent. It will be 
necessary for us to discuss this general prob- 
lem in some detail in order to be ready to 
make definite recommendations. In certain 
cases it was my impression that chapters which 
“talked poor” were really as well off as ever, 
and in some other cases it appeared that chap- 
ter officers had shown much less financial 
acumen than they probably use when attend- 
ing to their individual budgets. 

In some ways our relation to the fraternity 
jeweler has not been altogether satisfactory 
during the past year. Correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Richey, representative of Burr Pat- 
terson and Auld, and me, and contracts for 
the past several years are available as append- 
ices to this report. 

At this meeting half way between Bien- 
nial Councils fully one-half of the interest of 
this administrative group should be directed 
toward activities of the coming year. Several 
important meetings are to be held, such as our 
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regular banquet at the time of the meeting 
of the Department of Superintendence of the 
N. E. A., the convention of representatives of 
the Women’s Professional Pan Hellenic As- 
sociation, the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and our own next 
Biennial Council. Definite plans regarding 
the extent of our participation in each of the 
first three must be made and many details 
of the Biennial Council must be decided. 

It has been thought appropriate in the 
fourth and last year of the present executive’s 
incumbency in office to conduct a survey of 
chapter organizations, practices, and activities 
in the hope of presenting a definite body of 
facts and specific recommendations bearing 
upon them to the new executive of the fra- 
ternity. Such information will need to be 
gathered by means of questionaires and later 
assembled and summarized by a committee 
which should report both at the next Biennial 
Council and through the medium of the 
Journal. 


N effort has been made during the past 
year which will be continued during the 
coming one, namely, to give more attention 
and encouragement to alumnae groups. It is 
a lamentable fact that the women invited to 
membership in Pi Lambda Theta are usually 
about to terminate their university work—at 
least for the time—and their opportunity to 
enjoy the advantages of the active chapter is 
consequently brief. It is felt that through the 
encouragement of more active alumnae groups, 
members may be of greater and more per- 
manent value to the fraternity, and the organi- 
zation itself of greater and more permanent 
value to members. Certain of our alumnae 
groups are virtually non-functioning now for 
one reason or another. It seems very desir- 
able for us to do our utmost to analzye the 
problems such groups report and prescribe a 
course for them which should greatly increase 
their stability and their value to the member- 
ship they serve. 

As a national society Pi Lambda Theta 
seems to be steadily increasing in prestige. 
We should be zealous to disseminate the larger 
viewpoint as we go about among chapters. 
We should encourage members to think in 
terms of general aims and purposes, and thus 
enable them to solve their local difficulties in 


a more impersonal, scientific fashion. 

In closing I cannot refrain from saying that 
it has been my great happiness to be associated 
with such an interested, high-minded, and 
constructive-thinking group of women as my 
fellow-members of the executive committee 
have been. 





First Vice-President 
Reports on Her Work 
For Year Ending Aug. 1 


HE duties of the vice-president, which 

have come by virtue of her office, have 
been few during the past year. They have 
consisted chiefly in advising with the presi- 
dent or any of the other national officers, or 
with chapter officers whenever problems have 
arisen which needed discussion, which has not 
been often; and in acting with other members 
of the executive committee upon petitions for 
new chapters, or upon recommendations for 
honorary membership. These items will be 
touched upon in more detail by the president. 

It was planned that the vice-president either 
in going to or returning from the N. E. A. 
meeting in Washington would make visits to 
several of the eastern chapters. However, 
these trips were abandoned at the last minute 
due to an unexpected illness. 

A few duties which do not belong particu- 
larly to the office of vice-president yet which 
need to be done have been assigned and car- 
ried out. An account of these follows: 

At the Biennial Council Meeting at Trout- 
dale in August, 1931, the question arose of 
the date to be put upon the new seal. Since 
there seemed to be some difference of opinion 
among the delegates present, it was decided 
to submit the question to the chapters. The 
vice-president was appointed to act as chair- 
man of a committee with this project in charge. 
Other members of the committee were Kath- 
erine McGuire of Mu and Elsie Smith of Eta. 
A meeting was held and a letter drawn up, 
which was later submitted to each chapter. 
Replies showed a majority of votes in favor 
of the 1910 date. These data were turned 
over to the president who reported the find- 
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ings to the chapters by letter and through the 
pages of the JouRNAL. 

As was reported a year ago at the Biennial 
Council, negotiations had been opened up for 
affiliating Pi Lambda Theta with the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advancement of 
Science. During the past year these plans have 
been consummated and Pi Lambda Theta is 
now an associated organization in the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advancement of 
Science. A complete historical account of the 
negotiations from the time of their inception 
to the present has been prepared and turned 
over to the president. 

The other duty which was assigned to the 
vice-president was that of acting as chairman 
of the committee on award for the Ella Vic- 
toria Dobbs Fellowship in Pi Lambda Theta 
for the year 1931-1932. This entailed get- 
ting the consent of certain individuals to act 


as committee of award, the printing of an- 
nouncements, the sending out of letters of 
announcement, giving the fellowship publicity, 
caring for applications as they came in, sum- 
marizing data, the assembling of a final rank- 
ing on candidates, and announcing the award. 
This has been done for the year 1931-1932, 
and the candidate will begin her study in 
September. A detailed account of this whole 
procedure has been written up as a guide to 
future committee chairmen, and is on file with 
the president. 


These few duties constitute the chief activi- 
ties of the vice-president in behalf of Pi 
Lambda Theta during the past year. Our 
hope is that they may make up in importance 
what they lack in extent. The year has been 
full of most pleasant associations with the other 
national officers and with the chapters. 











Excerpts From Reports of Officers 








The second vice-president gave a favorable 
report on her relations with the chapters. 
These duties are largely routine matters and 
will not be given in detail. 

The corresponding secretary reported that 
never before had she received such prompt 
and carefully prepared reports from chapters 
as during the past year. 





Report of the National Treasurer 
EXPENSES 
Budget Disb’m’ts For use 
1931-’33 1931-32 1932-33 


Printing ...$ 800.00 $ 287.40 $ 513.60 
Engrossing.. 260.00 151.60 109.40 
Postage . . 225.00 82.80 133.20 
Telegrams... 35.00 38.81* 
Clerical 

Assistance 100.00 61.80 39.20 
Office 

Supplies .. 100.00 74.07 26.03 
Office 

Equipment 150.00 62.50T 87.50 
Travelling.. 1000.00 456.64 543.36 
Fellowship... 2300.00 1000.00 1300.00 


Executive 


Committee 750.00  ..... 750.00 
Council .... 5000.00  ..... 5000.00 
JournaL .. 2500.00 967.82 1532.18 
Salary 

Ex.-Sec’y. 1500.00 750.00 750.00 
Auditor .... 100.00 37.50 62.50 
Pan. Hellenic 50.00 25.00 25.00 
‘Treasurer’s 

Bond .... 25.00 5.00 20.00 
Emergency 

Pees .... SHOGS ..... 500.00 
General 

Expense.. 100.00... .. 100.00 
ee... Bae G60 355.00 

INCOME 

Budget Receipts Need for 

1931-733 1931-32 1932-733 
Key Sales... $ 750.00 $ 291.00 $ 469.00 
Initiations .. 7500.00 2955.00 4545.00 
Charters ... 100.00 25.00 75.00 
Active Dues. 5500.00 3800.00 1700.00 
Interest .... 1000.00 308.08 591.92 
Assessments 

for Council 1000.00  ... .. 1000.00 
Miscellaneous ... .. 7 a 


*Budget exceeded. tDepreciation. 
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The conspicuous variations from expected 
income are in the items Key Sales and Initia- 
tions. It had been estimated by the preceding 
treasurer that a larger number of new mem- 
bers would join the fraternity than have done 
so. This is altogether in keeping with general 
economic conditions the country over and it is 
thought that corresponding reductions in ex- 
penditures may be made to equalize this loss 
in expected income. It should be noted under 
expenditures that in several respects costs have 
been greatly under the amount anticipated in 
the budget. Most conspicuous here is the 
amount spent for printing (this was for the 
printing of the new constitutions) in compar- 
ison with the budget allowance. 





Report of Keeper of Records 

The fraternity summary is submitted to 
show the fraternity activities of the Keeper of 
Records for the closing year: 

1. Acknowledged all communications sent 
by the various chapters until June 1. 

2. Sent letters of reminder to chapters 
whose reports were incomplete or missing. 

3. Attended the dinner meeting of the 
fraternity in Washington, D. C., in February. 

4, Conducted the installation ceremonies 
for Alpha Epsilon of Teachers’ College, Co- 
lumbia University. 





Report of the Member-at-Large for 1931-32 

The report of the Member-at-Large must 
necessarily be very brief, because as yet no 
serious duties have developed upon this office. 
My activities during the year have consisted in 
routine matters, such as voting on petitioning 
groups and honorary members, sending greet- 
ings, acting on a committee relative to date to 
appear on our seal and, at the suggestion of 
Mrs. Bixler, canvassing possible places for the 
1932 Biennial Council. 





Report of Executive Secretary 
OUR executive secretary presents the fol- 
lowing report of her activities for the year 
ending June 30, 1932. ; 

The routine duties of this office have been 
transacted as faithfully and as promptly as 
possible. Requests of every sort received my 
most sincere attention. Contacts with officers, 
national and chapter, have been most cordial. 


The growth of the fraternity will be re- 
ported under the following heads: 

College chapters. 

Alumnae chapters. 

College memberships. 

Honorary memberships. 

Interest manifested by inquiry concerning 
chapters, 

One college chapter has been added during 
the year. Alpha Epsilon chapter was installed 
at Columbia University on May 21, 1932, 
with a membership of twenty-four. Miss 
Dearborn was the installing officer and gave 
a very favorable report of the group. This 
chapter found it rather hard to meet the finan- 
cial obligations due to the expense of their 
study; however, they did meet them. 

St. Louis Alumnae chapter was intsalled 
October 31, 1931, with twenty-six members. 
As this existed for a long period prior to their 
petitioning, they should be rather firmly root- 
ed, and should move forward happily. Miss 
Dobbs was the installing officer. 

Central Ohio Alumnae chapter was in- 
stalled at Columbus in March, with a mem- 
bership of seventy-three, most of whom were 
former members of Nu chapter. Conditions 
seem favorable for a strong alumnae chapter 
at Columbus. 

The growth of college members has held 
up remarkably well this year. Seven hundred 
six were initiated. In 1931 there were 791 
initiated; in 1930, 675. The total member- 
ship at the present time is 7,198 (June 30, 
1932). 

Two names were presented for honorary 
membership. Miss West, presented by Spok- 
ane, and Miss Stutzman, presented by Kappa. 
The executive committee unanimously ap- 
proved both. No reply has come concerning 
Miss West’s acceptance, although several let- 
ters have gone to Miss Huston, president of 
the Spokane Alumnae chapter. Miss Stutzman 
was initiated by the Detroit group, as she was 
no longer on the Oregon campus. 

Life membershipp—T here has been a 
marked falling off of life memberships, due 
perhaps to two causes, the general shortage 
of ready money and the change in the finan- 
cial plans of the fraternity. This year there 
have been 23 life members as against 49 last 
year. The total at the present time is 277. 
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Twenty-Ninth College Chapter Installed in 
Teachers’ College, Columbia University, 
New York City 


ALPHA EPSILON, of Pi Lambda Theta, 

was installed in Teachers’ College of 
Columbia University, New York City, May 
21, 1932, at 6 p. m. 

The ceremony took place in the Women’s 
Faculty Club, with Miss Frances Dearborn, 
National Keeper of Records, as installing offi- 
cer. The room in which the service was held 
and the decorations added by the incoming 
group, provided a charming and appropriate 
setting for the occasion. The installation ritual 
included the usual ceremony of Conferring the 
Key and is always impressive. 

The installing officer was assisted by Dr. 
Ida Jewett (Alpha) of the faculty of Teach- 
ers’ College, and Miss Eunice Acheson 
(Lambda), former president of New York 
Alumnae chapter, both of whom had taken 
active and helpful interest in the organization 
of the new chapter. 

Due to the fact that New York City at- 
tracts so large a representation from other 
chapters who find a home in New York 
Alumnae, the visiting members attending this 
installation service was the largest and most 
representative in our history with a possible 
exception of Alpha Delta in Los Angeles. The 
following visitors were present: 

Members of New York Alumnae 

Helen Cook Mirick, president (Lambda), 
Ida Jewett (Alpha), Leone Malloy (Lamb- 
da), Hope Mowbray (Epsilon), Ethelwyn 
Martz (Tau), Awra T. Phelps (Epsilon), 
Mary Adams (Nu), Eunice Acheson (Lamb- 
da), Elizabeth Burrell (Alpha), Florence 
Leweke (Alpha), Lois H. Flint (Beta), 
Helen M. Walker (Gamma), Edith B. Dar- 
ley (Zeta), Frances R. Dearborn (Theta), 
Esther G. Sauvain (Tau), Daisy Law Hon 
(Upsilon). 

FOLLOWING the installation service, the 
company adjourned to a dining room in 
the Men’s Faculty Club where a banquet was 


served. 

Miss Martha Jaeger, president of the new 
chapter, proved a most gracious toastmistress. 
Many messages of congratulation and wel- 
come from national and chapter officers were 
read. Special greetings were given by Dr. Ida 
Jewett, Eunice Acheson, and Mrs. Mirick, 
president of New York Alumnae, who have 
served as godmothers to the new group dur- 
ing its probationary period. These greetings 
were followed by an address by the installing 
officer, Miss Dearborn, who emphasized the 
thought that the cosmopolitan nature of this 
group gave promise that its members represt- 
ing, as they probably always will, the whole 
country, may be able, all the more readily, to 
think in terms of the national rather than local 
needs. 


She emphasized also the possible helpful and 
happy relationship between Alpha Epsilon and 
New York Alumnae chapters through occa- 
sional joint sessions and other co-operative 
enterprises. She pointed out the desirability 
of transfer into the Alumnae chapter of those 
whose residence becomes relatively permanent 
in order that the college chapter may not in 
time become overbalanced with members of 
long experience—a practice which tempts 
younger members to lean too heavily and lose 
the invigorating experiences which come 
through the acceptance of responsibility. 

She also stressed the importance of acquain- 
tance with Pi Lambda Theta history and the 
preservation of fraternity ideals, both in the 
activities of the chapter and in the selection of 
the type of women for membership who meas- 
ure up to the standard in personality and pro- 
fessional interest. 


T HE banquet program proved so stimulat- 

ing that the guests lingered throughout 
the evening continuing the discussion of wom- 
en’s proper place in the scheme of things and 
the contribution which Pi Lambda Theta may 
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make. 

The official report of the installing officer 
pays high tribute to the personnel of Alpha 
Epsilon and expressed satisfaction in the way 
in which the informal discussion had exempli- 
fied the qualities which Pi Lambda Theta has 
sought to emphasize. It states, “There was 
a seriousness of thought present always, even 
in the midst of very clever repartee. The 
highest kind of social courtesy was evident in 
the discussion, an impersonal perspective, a 
deference to the opinions of others, and a real- 
ly wonderful ability to give opinions in a 
modest unassuming way. I never have seen 
so large a group so unified in their expression 
of ideas. After the meeting some one said it 
was too bad that it could not all have been 
recorded as it was so fully representative of 
what should always be present in discussion 
in Pi Lambda Theta.” 

The establishment of this chapter has many 
outstanding and promising features. The loca- 
tion of Teachers’ College in New York City 
as well as its reputation as the oldest teachers’ 
college draw many strong students from 
smaller institutions for their senior and grad- 
uate work, giving an unusually desirable group 
from which to select new members for our 
fraternity. 

The relatively shorter period of residence 
in New York due to the wide geographic dis- 
tribution of the members, which might under 
some circumstances hinder continuity of in- 
terest and policy, is in large measure offset by 
the close possible relationship with New York 
Alumnae. The entire membership of Pi 
Lambda Theta will watch with interest the 
progress of this group which begins so aus- 
piciously. 

The chapter roll includes the following 
names: 

Martha Jaeger, president; Jessica Miller, 
Leone M. Wagener, Arrielle Murphy, Phyl- 
lis Collins, Miriam Casey, Evelyn Stuart 
Mason, Katherine L. Seay, Evelyn Miller, 
Irene Lemon, Vinsiers Ellen German, Ce- 
cilia Unzicker, Martha Potgieter, Jessica 
Linneman, Winifred Starbuck, Elizabeth C. 
Morriss, Mildred B. Stanton, Mary Harden, 
Ellen J. O’Leary, Emily Olson Obear, Grace 
G. Reeves, Mary Snyder Taylor, Myra E. 
Foster, and Grace E. Kingsbury. 


“Wide Contacts Made 
By Newest Ghapter 


During Summer Session 





ALTHOUGH the membership of the new 

chapter was reduced to nine during the 
summer session, they report the following 
activity, indicative of the wide contacts possi- 
ble in the nation’s largest city. 

“Alpha Epsilon chapter of Pi Lambda 
Theta entertained at a tea the visiting mem- 
bers of Pi Lambda Theta who were attending 
Columbia University during the summer. The 
tea was held in the Grace Dodge Room of 
Teachers’ College from 4 to 6 p. m. on 
August the ninth. 

“The guests who were present were: 
Miss Retha E. Breeze, Psi Chapter, Instruc- 

tor in Secondary Education at Haskell In- 

stitute, Lawrence, Kansas; 

Miss Marie Brethorst, Zeta Chapter, Dean of 
Women and Professor of English at Wes- 
leyan College, West Virginia; 

Miss Lillian Carson, Lambda Chapter, In- 
structor of Home Economics, State Insti- 
tute, Menomonie, Wisconsin; 

Miss Anne Corcoran, Pi Chapter, Instructor 
in Commercial Education, State College of 
Washington; 

Mrs. Dorotha Marlow, Lambda Chapter, In- 
structor of Home Economics, Shaker 
Heights High School, Shaker Heights, 
Ohio; : 

Miss Edith Peyton, Lambda Chapter, Second 
Grade Teacher, Bronxville, New York; 
Miss Harriett E. Ratliff, Lambda Chapter, 

Supervisor of Kindergarten and Primary 

Grades, Pontiac, Michigan; 

Miss Amelia H. Rhynsburger, Theta Chap- 
ter, Director of Intermediate Grades, 
Sioux City, Iowa; 

Miss Stratemeyer of Detroit, Michigan.” 





Scoldings and tears disturb children more 
than they convert them, causing more tears 
than true repentance.—Madam Necker. 
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EDUCATIONAL NEWS 








A Challenge to Rural Schools 

There is undoubtedly an increased enroll- 
ment in rural schools this year because fami- 
lies have been migrating from the city to the 
farm in great number. The Department of 
Agriculture reports that 1,679,000 perso 1s 
moved from cities to farms in 1930, nearly 
three quarters of a million more than the 
number that moved from farm to city. The 
trend is still toward the farm, and therefore 
additional responsibility has been placed upon 
rural school administrators and teachers. In 
commenting on this trend, James A. Moyer, 
President of the National Commission on the 
Enrichment of Adult Life, said, “Rural 
schools must be strengthened, their curricula 
enriched, and provisions made for adult edu- 
cational opportunities.” Although one-room 
schools are disappearing at the rate of 3,000 
a year, it is estimated that there are still ap- 
proximately 145,000 one-room schools, and 
about 17,000 consolidated schools. 

x * 


Unification of Higher Education in Oregon 

In accordance with a law enacted in 1929, 
the state of Oregon has been creating a co- 
ordinated and unified system of higher educa- 
tion in which six separate institutions have 
been reorganized so that each may function 
to the best advantage. 

Under the new plan the State University 
at Eugene, the State College at Corvallis, the 
Oregon Medical School at Portland, and the 
normal schools at Monmouth, Ashland, and 
La Grande are units in a system which is con- 
trolled by the State Board of Higher Educa- 
tion and administered by a chancellor. Each 
unit retains a certain individuality, being pre- 
sided over by its own president, dean, or di- 
rector. Dr. E. E. Lindsay is executive secre- 
tary of the State Board. 

The work is grouped in three main divis- 
ions—lower division work at Corvallis and at 
Eugene; degree-granting schools at Corvallis, 
Eugene, and Portland; and preparation for 
teaching at Ashland, Corvallis, Eugene, La- 
Grande, and Monmouth. 

Preparation for high school teaching is car- 


ried on at Eugene and Corvallis under one 
director of high school teacher training and 
dean of education. Each of these two insti- 
tutions prepares teachers only in its recognized 
specialties. The elementary teacher training 
is distributed at the three normal schools, and 
is headed and co-ordinated by one director of 
elementary teacher training, who is also presi- 
dent of the normal school at Monmouth. 
Significance of American Education Week 

American Education Week affords teach- 
ers and school administrators a greater oppor- 
tunity this year than ever before in the twelve 
years of its observance to make clear to the 
community the true value of our public 
schools. The program suggested for the 1932 
observance of this week, November 7-13, is 
“The schools and the nation’s founders,” and 
the topics announced for the various days are 
by this time, no doubt, familiar to all those 
in the school field. ‘These topics will serve as 
suggestions for the teacher and administrator, 
with his or her knowledge of the history of 
schools and their relation to life and progress, 
to work out a concrete plan for interpreting 
the schools to the public. 

An Institute on Health Education 

The first Institute on Health Education ar- 
ranged by the Public Health Education Sec- 
tion of the American Public Health Associa- 
tion will be held in Washington, D. C., Oc- 
tober 22-24. This will immediately precede 
the annual meeting of the association. The 
purpose of the institute will be to provide in- 
struction in the content and methodology of 
health education to a limited number of per- 
sons actively engaged in this field. 





A Correction 

In the Educational News column of the 
May Journal, there appeared an item regard- 
ing the appointment of Miss Beatrice McLeod 
to the staff of the U. S. Office of Education, 
as specialist in the education of physically han- 
dicapped children. The statement was made 
that Miss McLeod is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan; we should have said, the 
University of Oregon. 
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Crime 
The Challenge the Schools Must Meet 





NDER the above title, excerpts from an 
address by Warden Lawes of Sing Sing 
Prison are printed in School Management, a 
new magazine in the educational world which 
boasts a most imposing list of contributing 
editors. 

As an epitome of the situation the follow- 
ing paragraph is printed in black face type. 

“Criminals in America today are 
younger and, more than ever in the 
past, they have had high school or col- 
lege training. Huge sums, now spent on 
prisons and police, would be saved and 
thousands who leave school to prey on so- 
ciety would become useful citizens if edu- 
cators devoted less time to scholasticism 
and more to socialization.” 

The article states that of the new admis- 
sions to Sing Sing in 1931, nearly 20 percent 
were boys with some measure of high school 
training and that during the first four months 
of 1932 the proportion rose to a little over 
25 percent, over half of whom were sentenced 
for robbery. 

The article further states that between Ja..- 
uary, 1930, and April, 1931, the percentage 
of robbery cases sent to Sing Sing increased 
from 28.5 percent to 51.6 percent. Of 
prisoners who left the public school in sixth:, 
seventh, or eighth grades, over 75 percent 
had been convicted of robbery. 

Commenting upon this situation the spe :ker 
said that while there might be honest dif- 
ference of opinion as to whether the youth of 
the present time contribute more to the ranks 
of criminality than did earlier generations, 
there can be no gain-saying the fact that pres- 
ent day criminals are more brazen, more 
vicious and desperate than ever before in the 
history of this or any other civilized country, 
and that criminal ranks are steadily being 
recruited by younger men. 

It appears that one potent factor in the 
crime problem is our faflure to emphasize in- 
dividual character development above intel- 


lectual proficiency, with the result that pro- 
ficiency in figuring is too often used to figure 
out the winnings in crap games and pool par- 
lors. Ability to write turns too frequently 
to forgeries and blackmail notes. Ability to 
think and act quickly finds expression in trig- 
ger crimes and quick-get-aways in high pow- 
ered automobiles. One jurist has said we are 
“putting multiplication tables ahead of the 
Sermon on the Mount.” 

It is necessary that our educational plan 
shall concern itself with the adaptation of 
each pupil to such purposes in life as shall pro- 
vide a normal and logical outlet for the pe- 
culiar and particular personality involved. 
The social side of life must receive equal or 
greater emphasis than mere intellectual at- 
tainments. 

HE writer wonders, if in our determina- 
tion completely to separate church and 
state, and in our narrow desire to dominate 
the sectarian ideals of our youth, we have, 
through the endeavor to prevent religious 
teaching in the schools, over-reached our goal 
and shut out for many children any chance 
to know and practice those eternal verities of 
righteousness for which every religious move- 
ment is supposed to stand, and upon which the 
upward trends of society must depend. 

It is pointed out that less than five percent 
of the prisoners in Sing Sing have had voca- 
tional or trade training of any sort. It is 
noted also that colleges contribute a higher 
percentage of prisoners than trade schools. 
Many of the prisoners display inherent and 
latent abilities in mechanics and other lines of 
workmanship which, if encouraged during 
and before the adolescent period, might have 
enabled them to pursue a course of honest 
livelihood. Being obliged to “live by their 
wits” offers many temptations to dishonest 
cleverness. 

These facts seem to indicate the necessity 
of preparation for a definite vocation in life, 
which means greater emphasis upon practical 











las 





— eee 

















Prt Lamppa THETA JOURNAL 15 





vocational training for those motor-minded 
pupils who are less interested in purely intel- 
lectual subjects. Such training often opens 
the way to places of high responsibility in 
later life and not infrequently releases mental 
powers quite unapparent in study unrelated to 
things. 

The suggestion is offered that these op- 
portunities should be offered in the regular 
school course rather than, as is true in some 
systems, only in truant schools and reforma- 
tories. 


HE segregation of certain pupils for a 

different type of work seems to cast a 
stigma upon both the work and the school, 
while at the same time it brings together a 
group of misfits and emphasizes their complex 
of non-conformity and permits undesirable 
group formations upon which adult gangsters 
draw for new recruits. 

The school should be so well rounded and 
organized as to obviate the necessity for special 
juvenile corrective institutions except for the 
seriously mentally-defective. | The properly 
equipped school will not need to lose its truant 
but will be able to find the incentives which 
will prevent truancy. ‘The less the pupil finds 
himself in conflict with the law and the more 
the school attracts him by kind and helpful as- 
sociations, the better for the future of society. 

If such a plan for schools will cost more 
it will also save more, and in the long run 
the saving in the cost of juvenile courts and 
adult crime will greatly overbalance the first 
cost of good schools. 

The school must find the missing link be- 
tween education and character. 

Crime Costs vs. School Costs 

Jn relation to the report of the address of 
Warden Lawes of Sing Sing Prison, the 
writer recalls some significant facts gathered 
several years ago in a survey of crime condi- 
tions in Missouri. A study was made of the 
last 1,000 men committed to the State Peni- 
tentiary. It happened that for a considerable 
number of these men complete records were 
available, tracing their progress back through 
reformatory, juvenile courts, and other con- 
flicts with the law to the time when they 
were “troublesome pupils in the lower grades,” 
difficulties showing themselves in many cases 
in third and fourth grades. ‘Though these 








boys did continue to go wrong, no one would 
regard them as hopeless cases at that point, 
and it was at that early turning point that 
they needed str attractions toward right 
behavior. 

In many cases when the teacher appeals 
for materials and equipment for work which 
will hold and transform these “troublesome 
small boys,” she is told that funds will not 
permit the expenditure she asks. 

In the case of the Missouri survey it was 
found that during a single year the cost of 
apprehension and prosecution of criminals 
guilty of major crimes together with the loss 
of property stolen and destroyed by these 
criminals amounted to nearly $100,000,000. 

It is easy to say, “We can’t afford it” 
when it is a question of a relatively small ex- 
penditure for “extra” activities in the class- 
room. When robbers and murderers commit 
their crimes, the public has no choice but must 
bear the loss. 

We need a long vision which will see 
causes and effects in right relationship. We 
are learning the importance of “preventive 
medicine.” We need also preventive measures 
in the field of character education. “As a 
man thinketh in his heart, so is he,” and if the 
heart is wrong, a straight back and sound 
teeth may not prevent the development of a 
criminal. i 


Where Shall we Economize? 
Cutting Demands Thought 





W HEREVER one goes the serious string- 

ency of the times forms a frequent 
topic of conversation. Newspapers and maga- 
zines devote much space to causes and cures 
of the depression. Candidates are all sure 
that each one and his particular following hold 
the key to prosperity. 

One constant note in all these comments 
and discussions is that whatever else may go, 
the education of the children must not be 
hampered. And yet—all these reports are 
paralleled by constant announcements of cur- 
tailment in school programs and reduction in 
teachers’ salaries. 

In view of this situation it is highly im- 
portant that all who have public welfare at 





| 
i 
i] 
i 
i 
1 


i 
) 
i 
1 
W 
i 









16 Pr LamsBpa THETA JOURNAL 





heart, and that includes every member of 
Pi Lambda Theta, be ready to “give a reason 
for the faith that is in her.” There is an 
economy which is the worst sort of waste, and 
any reduction in the efficiency of the schools 
is just that sort of economy. Loyal teachers 
are, of course, willing to carry their share of 
the hard times and salary reductions need not 
mean lowered efficiency in the teaching pro- 
gram. But over-crowded classes, curtailment 
of courses related to health, vocational train- 
ing, music, art, and all that contributes to 
higher morale and better use of leisure time 
may save a few dollars today but entail ser- 
ious losses in character tomorrow. It is in 
this field that most frequent reports of cur- 
tailment are announced. 

The report of the address of Warden 
Lawes, given on another page, may well 
cause us to pause and consider seriously how 
much we are doing personally, directly or in- 
directly, to stem the tide and keep our several 
communities awake to the real issues in the 
case. Just what features in our boasted 
“standard of living” is it essential that we re- 
tain? We might perhaps exchange silk for 
cotton, walk more and joy ride less, read 
more and see fewer movies, and still not hurt 


our living standards. 

But when otherwise good people joke about 
lawbreaking schemes, when our most apparent 
pleasures are in the less worthy activities, the 
younger generation is bound to set its goals 
too low. “Plain living and high thinking” 
may produce social giants, but fast living and 
low thinking will continue to menace our 
comfort and crowd our jails. We may well 
ask ourselves, “What have I done to main- 
tain and promote the best sort of economy in 
educational activities in my community?” 
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The Girl and Her Home. Mabel B. Trilling, 
professor of home economics, Carnegie In- 
stitute of Technology, and Florence Wil- 
liams Nicholas. 443 pp. Illus. Houghton- 
Mifflin. $1.56. 














The Administration of American Education. 
Frank Pierrepont Graves, Commissioner of 
Education and President of the University 
of the State of New York. Macmillan. 
631 pp. $2. 





does not reach her. 
secretary much valuable time. 





If You Changed Your Address 


Many members have changed address during the summer. 


Have these changes been reported to the Executive Secretary? 


MRS. ELIZABETH NARDIN, 
7404 Bennett Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Chapter officers are urged to report all known changes as Journals sent to the 
wrong address are not forwarded and the member may not know why her Journal 
In reporting send both old and new address. 


Undelivered Journals are returned by the Postmaster to the Executive office. 
The secretary then removes that address card from the mailing list and no more 
Journals are mailed to that member until a correct address is supplied. 

Journals returned by the postmaster cost the office 5c postage as against a frac- 
tion of one cent in the first mailing by second class mail. Time and money are saved 
by promptly reporting all changes of address. 

Chapter officers are urged to instruct their members on these points as this little 
sermon can not reach those who most need it, if they do not receive their Journals. 


This saves the 




















